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flexibility to use Federal funds as they see fit.
We have included, as one of the many new
options for children trapped in failing schools,
an opportunity to use Title I money to pur-
chase supplemental services such as tutoring,
which is a reform that many in this House
have advocated for years. We have also con-
solidated many of the current duplicative edu-
cation programs to better focus money to the
students who need help the most.

Additionally, this conference report makes a
strong statement that, where Darwinian evolu-
tionary theory or other controversial scientific
topics are taught, students should be exposed
to multiple viewpoints. Too often, students are
taught only one theory where evolution is con-
cerned, and this language gives support to
those at the local and state level who uphold
the value of intellectual freedom in the teach-
ing of science. This statement is especially im-
portant to make now because H.R. 1 requires
all students eventually to be tested in science
on a regular basis as a condition of aid.

I am also pleased that the conference report
reauthorizes and updates the Troops-to-
Teachers program, which assists qualified
former members of the military in finding em-
ployment in the teaching profession. Since this
program’s beginning in 1993, Troops-to-
Teachers has a proven track record of sup-
plying high-quality teachers, even though it
has thus far received little funding. I am hope-
ful that, when the appropriators finish their
work in the coming days, this program will re-
ceive the full $30 million dollars authorized in
H.R. 1.

To be sure, I have some misgivings about
the new accountability provisions in this con-
ference report. Many states, such as Wis-
consin, have spent years developing success-
ful accountability systems that do not nec-
essarily involve testing all students on an an-
nual basis. For the Federal Government to
now demand that annual testing in reading
and math take place every year in grades 3–
8 amounts to a new mandate placed on states
over and above what we already ask of them
in other areas. On the other hand, given that
the national government has poured upwards
of $130 billion dollars into elementary and sec-
ondary education over the last 36 years with
no discernible improvement in educational out-
comes for our most disadvantaged students, I
fully understand the urgent need to find some
way to make sure that new federal resources
are tied to results.

In any case, I am pleased that the con-
ference report makes a credible attempt to ad-
dress my concerns about saddling states with
this new responsibility. For example, the con-
ferees increased the amount of money author-
ized to help states develop and administer the
new tests. Both the House bill and Senate
amendment provided $400 million, however
the conference report increases this to $490
million. If this account is fully funded by the
appropriators, states will be able to put in
place high-quality accountability systems that
provide the data that parents need about their
child’s school. Additionally, we included a Sen-
ate provision that makes state administration
of the new testing contingent on adequate
funds being provided.

This bill is a significant improvement over
current law that, when fully implemented,
might actually achieve its intended effect of
making sure that henceforth no child is left be-
hind, and on that basis I am pleased to sup-

port it and urge my colleagues to do the
same.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, the September 11th attack on
the people and institutions of America has
eliminated any illusion that we are safe from
the violence and discord which seem to
plague the rest of the world.

Currently, the United Nations has peace
keeping missions in every corner of the world
including the Golan Heights; Lebanon; Iraq/
Kuwait; Angola; the Western Sahara; Kosovo;
Cyprus; Georgia; Tajikistan; Sierra Leone;
East Timor; Congo and Ethiopia/Eritrea and
has established war crimes tribunals in Yugo-
slavia and Rwanda. Our unfortunate global
picture of war, ethnic conflict, civil war and ter-
rorism serves as a strong indication of the
need to establish and maintain a dialogue
leading to a blueprint to establish lasting
peace in war-torn and strife ridden areas of
the world. Several studies have shown that
while women are not usually combatants in
these hostilities, women and children tend to
disproportionately form the ranks of the dis-
placed and victimized.

Today, I will introduce a resolution encour-
aging worldwide efforts seeking the greater in-
volvement of women to challenge the belief
that violence is an acceptable tool in resolving
conflicts. While every member of a community
should take affirmative steps to ameliorate vio-
lence, the role of women in these efforts are
often undervalued. My resolution will encour-
age women of every race, class and economic
circumstance to work together to form coali-
tions and strengthen communities to work to-
ward international peace-building efforts and
will encourage governmental leaders to seek
the participation of women at all levels of
peacebuilding and peace-keeping efforts.

My resolution encourages the use of the
week following Mother’s Day to hold forums,
conferences, and other activities dedicated to
examining the need for peace and the role of
women in establishing and maintaining peace-
building efforts. I am asking each Member of
this House to join me in my efforts to raise the
volume of women’s voices and encourage
non-violent solutions to domestic, national and
international disputes, by co-sponsoring this
legislation.
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Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in tribute to
Reiko Kawakami, my dear friend and a most
loyal and dependable staff member for the last
twenty-three years. As her friends and family
gather to celebrate Reiko’s wonderful career, I
ask all of my colleagues to join with me in sa-
luting one of Sacramento’s finest citizens.

The youngest child of George and Ann
Kashiwada, Reiko was born in Sacramento on
July 8th, 1941. As a youngster in midtown
Sacramento, where her parents owned a
neighborhood market, Reiko demonstrated her
trademark responsibility at a very early age.
Reiko and her sister Ellen assumed the task
of making sure that things were in order at
home. Reiko would often prepare meals and
perform various household chores when her
parents were busy tending to the family busi-
ness.

When World War II broke out, Reiko and
her family were sent away to the Tule Lake In-
ternment Camp. During the internment, Reiko
first demonstrated her gregarious nature and
agreeable personality by socializing and play-
ing with the other children in the camp. In the
years since the internment, Reiko has re-
mained open to share her experience with oth-
ers. Reiko has been a clear and thoughtful
voice in educating the people of Sacramento
about the Japanese American internment ex-
perience.

After the internment and a two-year stay in
Denver, Colorado, Reiko and her family re-
turned to Sacramento in 1948. It was during
my early years at William Land Park Elemen-
tary School that I began my lifelong friendship
with Reiko. While at McClatchy High School,
Reiko caught the eye of Hachi Kawakami. Al-
though a school boundary change forced
Reiko to finish her senior year at Sacramento
High School, Reiko and Hachi’s romance con-
tinued and they were soon married after
Reiko’s graduation from high school in 1958.

For the next two decades, Reiko devoted
her energy to raising her five wonderful chil-
dren; Deann, Cynthia, Mark, Susan, and John.
While most people would rest on their laurels
and look for less demanding pursuits after
raising five children, Reiko decided that she
was ready to embrace another challenge by
starting a career. After serving as a tireless
volunteer on my first congressional campaign,
Reiko took on the position as my first district
Staff Assistant.

Many things have changed about our world
since Reiko first assumed the position of Staff
Assistant in my district office in January of
1979. We have seen five different occupants
of the White House, the fall of the former So-
viet Union, and the rise of the information su-
perhighway. But, one thing has always re-
mained constant in my office over the past
twenty-three years; Reiko has been a stalwart
part of ensuring that business in my office is
handled professionally and in the proper man-
ner. Reiko has truly been the epitome of a
leader through example to her peers from
Sacramento to Washington, DC over the
years. For that, I will always be grateful for her
twenty-three years of unparalleled service and
life long friendship.

Although Reiko’s professional career may
be coming to an end, she certainly has much
to look forward to in her retirement years. In
addition to her five children and their spouses,
Reiko can look forward to taking an active role
in the lives of her lovely grandchildren; Nicole,
Rachelle, Jordan, Dylan, Brett, and Taylor.
Relko and Hachi can also look forward to pur-
suing their dream to travel to fun and exciting
places in their leisure time.

Mr. Speaker, as Ms. Reiko Kawakami’s
friends and family gather to celebrate and
honor her illustrious twenty-three year career I
am honored to pay tribute to one of my dear-
est friends. Her contributions to my office and
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the citizens of Sacramento are unparalleled
and her friendship is invaluable, and it is a
great honor for me to have the opportunity to
pay tribute to her. I ask all my colleagues to
join with me in celebrating the lifetime of this
extraordinary person.
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Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a member of my Wash-
ington, DC staff for his tireless efforts on be-
half of the good people of Oregon’s 2nd Con-
gressional District. Cameron Ballantyne will
conclude his internship this week to pursue a
degree at my alma mater, the University of Or-
egon. I wish him well in this endeavor and
know that he will excel in his pursuit of a ca-
reer in the field of journalism.

Cameron comes from a fine Oregon family.
I know and admire his parents, Kent and Mary
Ballantyne of Lake Oswego, Oregon, and
count myself fortunate to call them my friends.
I have not been surprised to find that in Cam-
eron’s case, the apple does not fall far from
the tree.

Following his graduation from high school,
Cameron’s academic pursuits led him to the
Rexburg, Idaho, campus of Brigham Young
University. After an exemplary academic per-
formance there, Cameron embarked on a two-
year mission in the service of his church in
Moscow, Russia, where he became fluent in
the Russian language. His strong sense of
duty and idealism was further demonstrated
when he returned to Oregon to work for the
American Red Cross Blood Service. Cameron
continued his record of civic service in Sep-
tember by moving to the nation’s capital to
serve as an intem in my congressional office.

During his stay in Washington, DC, Cam-
eron experienced much more than the typical
intern. He joined my staff only one week be-
fore the tragic events of September 11th and
from his vantage point in Washington wit-
nessed the best and worst of humanity. Cam-
eron was undeterred by the attacks and con-
tinued to perform every task he was given with
diligence and attention to detail. His efforts
were instrumental in responding to the imme-
diate challenges facing my staff, providing
much needed help during our temporary dis-
placement from the Longworth Building. Cam-
eron’s faithful service gave me full confidence
to trust him with important work in a number
of subject areas, including press relations.

Cameron’s departure will not go unnoticed
in my office, especially among my staff, who
relied upon his assistance on a daily basis. I
know I speak for them all in testifying to the
competence and professionalism Cameron ex-
hibited in carrying out his duties, attributes that
will serve him well in any career he chooses.
I am confident that Cameron will always ap-
proach life with the same enthusiasm he
brought with him to work every day. I am sorry
to see him leave, but wish him the best life
has to offer. Cameron, good luck, Go Ducks,
and thank you for a job well done.
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to my good friend George Bath,
a native of my district, who is on his way back
to his hometown of Edwardsville after a long
career here on Capitol Hill. A farewell party
will be held for George on December 18th.

After graduating from Wyoming Valley West
High School and Wilkes College, George
moved to the Washington, D.C., area to begin
his career in the procurement field. While
working here, he earned a Masters in Busi-
ness Administration from Frostburg State Uni-
versity in Maryland. His strong negotiation
skills, coupled with an unyielding commitment
to quality management and teamwork, have
earned him the respect of his colleagues on
both sides of the aisle and the Hill.

George arrived on Capitol Hill in June of
1989, working as a Purchasing Agent for the
Senate Sergeant At Arms Office in the start-
up procurement office. During his tenure, he
helped to mold an office that saved millions of
dollars for the taxpayer while also receiving
the highest quality goods and services.

In August 1996, George transferred to the
House side, where he became a Procurement
Specialist in the Office of Procurement under
the Chief Administrative Officer. George pos-
sessed exceptional knowledge of procurement
practices and principles and worked superbly
well with Member, Leadership and Committee
offices and all other House Officers. No job
was too small or too great for George. Just as
he had done on the Senate side, he focused
on saving taxpayer money, while achieving the
highest quality product for the offices he
served. George’s uncanny knack for resolving
disputes for the offices he served consistently
resulted in win-win outcomes.

In 1998, George became a Senior Procure-
ment Specialist because of his ability to han-
dle high-stress and high-visibility projects on
behalf of a very demanding customer base.
His accomplishments and talents in this posi-
tion include diligence and attention to the
House’s unique needs for improved vendor
performance, using the Internet to post pro-
curements, and opening the realm of competi-
tion to a wider range of vendors. He worked
in conjunction with the Committee on House
Administration in providing House-wide brief-
ings to all House offices, and it would be hard
to find an office that has not heard the name
George Bath. After all, he developed a training
manual and class and then taught House per-
sonnel on how to effectively manage con-
tracts.

In June 2000, George received recognition
for his exemplary contributions to the organi-
zations of both the Chief Administrative Officer
and the Architect of the Capitol by earning the
Distinguished Service Award. George was
honored for his management of the procure-
ment process supporting a first-of-its-kind
project demonstrating the ability of these of-
fices to work together to produce a successful
delivery. As part of this process, George
oversaw the installation of a state-of-the-art
audio-visual system for the International Rela-
tions Committee hearing room. Perhaps his
greatest story involved the delivery of a 10-

feet-square-by-40-feet-long crate for the hear-
ing room through the front door of the Ray-
burn Building as he was suddenly surrounded
by police.

In November 2000, George ultimately be-
came the head of the Office of Procurement
because of his excellent overall performance.
He became a known commodity unto himself
throughout the House, recognized for his abil-
ity, responsiveness and candid, reliable ad-
vice. Bill Dellar, Associate Administrator of
Procurement, has said, ‘‘George Bath has in-
deed served the House with pride, energy,
and creativity. His shoes will be hard to fill!’’
Mr. Speaker, I heartily agree.

But, Mr. Speaker, George’s new life back in
Pennsylvania has been on hold since October
of this year. You see, he was supposed to
start his new job there in October, but he was
called into action after the September 11th ter-
rorist strikes and October 17th anthrax attacks
and has extended his time here to put the
House in a better and more secure position.
His devotion and dedication to the emergency
contract challenges that followed have proven
exemplary. The challenges he encountered
were frequent and varied, but George’s en-
gaging personality and recognized profes-
sionalism met these needs effectively.

Now George’s wife, Diane, and two sons,
Stephen and John Paul, are patiently awaiting
his return to Pennsylvania, and we, here at
the House, need to let him go. His profes-
sionalism and performance bring great credit
upon himself, to the House of Representa-
tives, and, I am sure, to his new employer, the
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center
in Wilkes-Barre.

I will close by repeating the words of the
Chief Administrative Officer, Jay Eagen, about
George: ‘‘If I have a complaint about George
Bath, it’s that he tried to do too much, for too
many people. But of course, that’s not really a
complaint, it’s a compliment.’’ Mr. Speaker, I
am pleased to call George Bath’s public serv-
ice to the attention of the House of Represent-
atives, and I send my best wishes to him and
his family.
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
deed a great honor to pay tribute to one of
Miami-Dade County’s unsung heroes, Mr.
Ralph Packingham. Recently, people from all
walks of life came together to thank and pay
homage to this incessant gadfly for the many
years he has devoted to the less fortunate of
our innercity neighborhoods.

As a Korean War veteran, he served honor-
ably in heeding our nation’s call to duty toward
safeguarding our freedom and security. After
his stint with our Armed Forces, he attended
professional schools of beauty culture and hair
styling in New York, expanding his knowledge
and expertise on the subject with the Helene
Curtis Laboratories. Though a North Carolinian
by birth, he came down to Miami to live and
make his mark on our community’s well-being.
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